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Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY.
WE now come to the last moments of Paul’s illustrious life, and find him in close confinement, bound with a chain, and preparing for the martyr’s crown: 2 Timothy 4:6. He suffered, according to Eusebius’s Chronicum, in the thirty seventh year after the ascension, and in the fourteenth year of Nero.

Eusebius quotes and abbreviates the words of Tertullian on those tragic events: lib. 2. c. 24. 3. c. 1. “Consult your records, and there you will find that Nero was the first who unsheathed the imperial sword ferociously against this sect, then flourishing in Rome. But we glory indeed in such a commencer of our persecution; for he who knows must know, that nothing but what was good was condemned by Nero.”

Eusebius also quotes the words of Cajus, an ecclesiastic, who, when writing against Proclus, a defender of the Cataphrygians, says, “If you would go to the Vatican, [where Peter was buried] or to the via ostia, [where Paul was interred] you would find the trophies of those who founded this church, and who both suffered martyrdom at the same time,” that is, during the same persecution. Origen confirms this statement in his third volume of commentaries on the book of Genesis.

St. Paul, in the first epistle, having given Timothy hopes of coming soon to Ephesus, now writes as one who knew by the spirit of prophecy, that the time of his departure was near. He cautions Timothy of the evil times, when men would place religion in words, and subvert its foundation, and guards him against their instability.

Dr. Macknight thinks that the case of Paul and others was involved in the popular fury of the Romans against the Christians, who were most wickedly and cruelly charged by Nero with having set fire to the city.

Father Coeffeteau has collected in his Roman history the substance of what is said of that unexampled case of atrocious wickedness; and according to this writer, Nero was often heard to say, that Priam was the happiest prince in the world, because he had lived to see his city in flames after his kingdom was lost. In order therefore, as is believed, to gratify his cruel rage, Nero sent his servants secretly, feigning themselves to be drunk, to set fire to all parts of the city; and this was done so notoriously that persons of quality found in their chambers Nero’s servants with wisps of straw to set fire to their mansions. This was the greatest conflagration that had ever happened to Rome.

The burning commenced in shops where oil and linens were sold, and the flames, impelled by a strong wind, raged with incredible fury, and devastated all things in its progress. The fire having commenced in the lower houses, presently reached those that were lofty. The flames were so impetuous, and the smoke so dense and voluminous, that no man could approach. The city continued to burn with great fury for six days, and on the ninth day the fire was not wholly extinguished.

The case of the people, in a state of complete destitution, was still more deplorable; to see them, while endeavouring to save their wives and their children, perishing themselves in the fire. While cautious on the one hand, they were surprised on the other; and even those who could have saved themselves, seemed deprived of all power to escape, except to the tombs. In fact they were so astounded, that they knew neither what they ought to advise, nor what they ought to do. They fell down in the streets, and in the fields; some having lost their all, and had no means to support the remains of life. Others died of grief, to see what had happened to their relatives, who had perished in the fire. Some, when they saw people extinguishing the fire, hindered them, using menaces, and saying that they well knew who had commanded the city to be burned.

We are told that Nero, on seeing the fire from the tower of Mecænas, was ravished with delight; that he took the robe he usually wore at the theatre, and sung the destruction of Troy; or rather, as others turned the song, to see the ruin of Rome.

After the conflagration, which had nearly consumed ten wards of the city out of fourteen, Nero affected to be the most humane of princes. He opened the camp of Mars, and his own gardens for the destitute. But all those good graces were unavailing, as all the world believed him to be the author of the conflagration, that he might acquire the vain glory of being called the builder of the city. They quoted against him the verses of the Sibylline oracles, that the Roman empire should be desolated, when the last prince of the house of Æneas should reign. To this they added another line: “This was he who had killed his mother.” Suetonius admits that Nero was the last prince of the Trojan race.

But to complete the tragedy, and wipe away the stain, Nero charged on those, the innocent christians, who were at that time numerous in the city, the very crime which he had himself committed. They were in consequence dragged by popular fury to Nero’s gardens, and put to various tortures. The executioners exhausted their ingenuity to extort confessions. Some they clothed in the skins of wild beasts, and set the hungry dogs to worry them. Others they nailed to crosses, and surrounded them with faggots, that the flames during the night might illuminate the city. But the heroic manner in which they died softened the fury of the populace, who declared them innocent, and said that the christians were massacred to gratify the malice of individuals.

The end of this impious tyrant was truly awful. Several conspiracies were formed against him by his own subjects, who were no longer able to endure his unparalleled vice and profligacy, till at length the Roman senate condemned him to be dragged naked through the streets of the city, to be whipped to death, and afterwards thrown down from the top of a rock like the meanest malefactor. Nero escaped the execution of the sentence by committing suicide in the thirty second year of his age, after a horrid reign of thirteen years and eight months, and in the year of our Lord sixty eight. Pliny calls him the common enemy and the fury of mankind, and in this he has been followed by all writers, who exhibit Nero as a pattern of the most execrable profligacy and barbarity. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-18
2 Timothy 1:1. Paul — according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus. On this promise of eternal life the whole system of revelation is built; for this cause Paul was made an apostle, that he might preach this hope to a benighted world. This eternal life, now confirmed by Christ, was promised from the foundation of the world. Genesis 17:7. Leviticus 18:5. Deuteronomy 31:16. — When Moses pressed the observance of the law, he added, It is not a vain (or light) thing for you, “because it is your life;” and through this thing you shall prolong your days in the land. Deuteronomy 32:47. Here is a double promise of temporal life in the land, and of eternal life, in the world to come.

2 Timothy 1:2. To Timothy, my dearly beloved son. Children are more especially endeared to a father when he is about to die, and such was now the situation of Paul the aged, looking forward to martyrdom. Grace, or the favour of God, is first implored, as the source of all other good. Mercy, which is a modification of grace, to preserve the life of Timothy amid the dangers of the present world, and to commiserate him under all his trials. And peace from God, as a reconciled Father, the result of grace and mercy, and the earnest of eternal rest.

2 Timothy 1:3-5. I thank God — that I have remembrance of thee in my prayers. Nothing can be more paternal than this address, nothing more pertinent, more impressive, or better calculated to encourage Timothy to persevere in the work of the Lord. He had an interest in the apostle’s affections which perhaps no other individual possessed, and it must have afforded him great satisfaction to know it; nothing is more desirable than the esteem of eminently holy men, next to the lovingkindness of the Lord.

2 Timothy 1:6. Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God which is in thee, from the putting on of my hands. This is repeated from the first epistle: 1 Timothy 4:14. By the repeating of this reference, we gather that the ordination of Timothy was a memorable occasion; that the heavens had been open to prayer, and that the Spirit of power and love had been largely poured out, as an encouraging token of the glory that would attend the consecration of this young man to the Lord. 

2 Timothy 1:8. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner. To justify a man condemned, is to arraign the justice by which he received his sentence. If Paul were involved in the popular fury which then raged against the innocent, it was the more a duty to honour in a most decided manner the character of him who had uniformly been a confessor, and finally became a martyr for the truth. — See the introduction to this epistle.

2 Timothy 1:9. Who hath saved us and called us. Christ saves his people from the guilt and punishment of sin by being made sin for us, thus covering us with his arm, and braving the thunderbolts of justice levelled against us. And having procured for us a plenitude of salvation, and of eternal glory, he has called us according to his own purpose and grace. See on Ephesians 1:4. Titus 1:2.

2 Timothy 1:10. Christ hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. By becoming a sacrifice for sin, he has abolished death, which is the wages of sin, so that it is no longer a penal sentence against them that believe. He has therefore said, Oh death, I will be thy plague. Oh grave, I will be thy destruction. By consequence, he has illustrated and demonstrated, by the light of the gospel, and by his own resurrection, the promise of eternal life. The temporal promises under the law were figures of spiritual and eternal felicity. St. Paul also has affirmed, that godliness has the promise of present and of eternal life. 1 Timothy 4:8. The heathen world, wide as the wandering tribes of the earth, took with them those ideas of a future state. The poor Indian hopes that his dog shall accompany him there in the chase. But the learned among the heathen had chaster ideas. “The souls of all men,” says Cicero, “are indeed immortal; but the good and the virtuous are divine.” Omnium quidem animi immortales sunt, sed fortium bonorumque divini. — De Legibus. They are made partakers of the divine nature.

Cyrus, as quoted on Ezra 6:10, spake to his sons in his last sickness very explicitly on this subject, as is reported by Xenophon, whose works are now before me. By consequence, the Saviour has given us what we wanted, — demonstration of a future world. “Handle me,” said he to his disciples, “for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have.

2 Timothy 1:12. I am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day; the glorious appearing of the great God, even our Lord Jesus Christ. Titus 2:13. Here is the full assurance of faith; yea, of hope unto the end. Paul rested his own salvation on the doctrine he taught to others. He had no fear of falling away when he saw the sword unsheathed, or the axe laid on the block to strike off his head. He trusted in the power of Christ to keep him, not indeed forgetting his former triumph, for he had long been persuaded that nothing should be able to separate him from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39.

But how shall the Lord Jesus be able to keep the souls of all his people, and to guard their everlasting interests, if there lurk in any part of the universe an insidious adversary of which he is not cognizant, and whose machinations he is not competent to defeat? How keep them, unless his power and dominion be absolute and illimitable, extending over every thought and every action that might be hostile, and unless he has the superintendence of all worlds, with ability to controul all possible contingencies and events? How be persuaded that he is able to keep until the great day, the souls committed to his care, unless we are equally persuaded, not only of his infinite ability, but of his faithfulness to the trust reposed, that his promises like himself are all immutable, and his love without the shadow of a change. If he be not God over all, and blessed for ever, neither Paul nor any other saint could exercise unlimited confidence, in committing their immortal interests into the hands of their Redeemer. But the divinity of our Lord is everywhere implied, where it is not directly stated, and lies at the foundation of the entire system of redemption.

2 Timothy 1:13-14. Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me. Let them be treasured up in thy heart, and recited in thy sermons. Let them be repeated in conversation, and transmitted to all the new and rising churches. Keep them with all other truths that have been committed to thee by the Holy Ghost.

2 Timothy 1:16. The Lord give mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, that is, his children and family, for the father was probably resident in some other city. Grateful recollections! He often refreshed me with food and lodging. At the risk of his life he opened his door for me in Iconium, and sought me out diligently in Rome. The Lord grant that he may find mercy in that day, the rewards of righteousness, which in our scriptures are not reckoned as debts, but as the gifts of a Father’s love. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-26
2 Timothy 2:1-2. Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. Be strong in the Lord, and in every virtue. This is chiefly repeated from Ephesians 6:10-14.

2 Timothy 2:3. Endure hardness, or hardships, as we now say, as a good soldier; who in camps, fatigues, and wars, often incur dysenteries by hardships and over exertion. The effeminate minister should read and study these dying words of Paul. Certainly he never aimed that Timothy should affect the fine gentleman. Christ has work for his servants to do, and such as requires the putting forth of all their strength. These are evil days: the war of the Lamb does not allow of slumber and sloth. The enemy is like a roaring lion: we must watch, and fight, and pray. A pastor must be disciplined for war, and skilled in all its arts. He must be ever alert, and always invincible. In a word, he must be a man whom the church can present with equal pride to her friends, and to her foes.

2 Timothy 2:6. The husbandman that laboureth must be first a partaker of the fruits. Never was argument more just, or conclusion more fair. This is an age when many are striving to put ministers under their feet, and treat them with contempt. Many pious clergymen in Ireland have suffered severely.

Joseph, bishop of St. Paul de Leon, whose cathedral I visited in 1791, was a pastor adorned with every virtue that could dignify human nature. Yet in hoary age he was banished from his see. His pastoral letter to the people of his diocese, in purity and eloquence equalled the finest writers of France. Mr. Macauley, an English merchant, at whose house I was, told me that the pious bishop wore his robes to hide his shabby purple coat; that his whole wardrobe consisted of only four shirts, and two pair of stockings well darned. Like his blessed Lord and Master, his soul was absorbed in charities.

Many Wesleyan ministers, in these trying times, are game for tongues and for pens; and the dissenters, like Edom, seem to enjoy it very much: — blind to the future, that their turn will come next. But if Paul were yet alive, he would raise his voice, and charge the churches to exalt their ministers as the glory of Christ. To obey those that are over them in the Lord; and watch, as those that must render an account; and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. He would still add, 

2 Timothy 2:14. Put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words. In twenty places we are told that this word, this gospel was received immediately from the Lord; and especially respecting the Son of God, as the express image or hypostasis of the person of the Father. Hebrews 1:3. Thou art my Son, and never otherwise than my Son; as in the word Jehovah, designating the past, the present, and the future. “He that cometh down from heaven is above all, and what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth.” Hold it fast; put the people daily in remembrance, lest they be subverted from the faith.

2 Timothy 2:18. They have erred, saying, the resurrection is past already. It does not appear that Hymenæus and Philetus denied a future state, nor the intermediate state between death and the resurrection. This was a doctrine which many of the heathen philosophers taught, and professed to believe. But they also taught that the soul is imprisoned in the body, as it were in a dungeon; and that its activity is clogged by its union with the gross materials of flesh and blood; so that it might be expected, when this union is dissolved by death, that the soul would act more freely, and would have all its powers more exalted. Philetus, Hymenæus, and other early professors of christianity were seduced with this illusive doctrine; and in support of it gave a literal interpretation to certain passages of scripture which evidently have no other than a metaphorical meaning. The moral change which is essential and preparatory to eternal life is frequently denoted by a being quickened from a death in sin, a being risen with Christ, as a resurrection to newness of life; and hence it was inferred that there would be no future resurrection, no resurrection of the body at all, for that “the resurrection is past already,” and the soul would for ever remain in a separate state after death. But however lightly men may deem of such vain speculations, and think them of little consequence, an apostle declares it blasphemy, and an utter subversion of the fundamental principles of the gospel. 1 Timothy 1:20.

2 Timothy 2:19. The foundation of God standeth sure. θεμελιος, which Mr. Mede calls the bill of contract. The seal affixed to it denotes its certainty, as writings were anciently ratified by a piece of green wax pendant to the parchment, impressed with the arms and motto. This foundation is Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh; it denotes the love of God, the bond of perfectness. Such as abide in him are here intended, such as know and love him, and stand fast in the Lord. The Lord knoweth them, for his name is in them, as in Ezekiel 9:4. And if we are thus the Lord’s, it is of all things the most reasonable that we should depart from all iniquity, and be holy as he who hath called us is holy.

2 Timothy 2:22. Flee also youthful lusts. Young men, said Polycarp, “keep your flesh as the temple of God.” These two words proceed from two of the holiest men that we can conceive, and men just going to receive the crown of martyrdom. Assuredly there is no need for any man to live in sin; such a doctrine would be a libel on the moral government of God. He has said, my grace is sufficient to enable you to possess your vessel in sanctification and honour. Therefore cut off the right hand, and pluck out the right eye, that you may present your bodies to the Lord a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable.

2 Timothy 2:23. But foolish and unlearned questions avoid. The reference is to judaizing teachers, whom some christians were fond of imitating. The word “unlearned” is not a happy reading. απαιδευτους, questions incongruous to the study of youth, to which the apostle refers in other places. 1 Timothy 1:5; 1 Timothy 6:4. Titus 3:9. Ministers must feed the flock, and lead them to green pastures. A preacher who follows common sense will follow nature, preach with simplicity, and try to copy all that ought to pass between heaven and the soul. This is the way to be useful, and to reclaim those that are gone astray. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-17
2 Timothy 3:1. In the last days perilous times shall come. So the Spirit expressly spake when the measure of the jews should be full, when they should even deliver up their relatives to death, and when the love of many should wax cold. Matthew 24:9; Matthew 24:12.

2 Timothy 3:2. Men shall be lovers of their own selves. The vice of self-love breaks all the bonds of charity, and is one of the deepest marks of human depravity. Covetous, literally lovers of silver; and the love of money, says the proverb, is the root of all evil. Blasphemers, their tongues like their hearts, uttering slanders and execrations. Disobedient to parents, the first sin against nature, and followed with visitations from the heavenly Father. Unthankful. Wicked, ανοσιοι, impious, profane, unholy. The last words indicate that those characters were remotely connected with some religious profession. Probably jews, irreclaimable from habits of sin.

2 Timothy 3:3. Without natural affection. Casting off their wives for harlots, abandoning their parents, ejecting their children. All these cruel acts are the treasuring up of wrath against the day of wrath, and are indicative of the deepest depravity.

2 Timothy 3:6-7. Of this sort are they which creep into houses. The state of the judaizing teachers, and the whole of this dark portrait, denote the final state and morals of that devoted nation, prior to the awful destruction of Jerusalem. And when did the Lord cut off Amalek, and root out a nation without a justifying cause?

2 Timothy 3:8. Jannes and Jambres. Two of the noted magicians who resisted Moses. Exodus 7:11. They are mentioned by pagan writers.

2 Timothy 3:10-11. Thou hast fully known my doctrine and manner of life. Amidst a constellation of graces, the apostle names only nine. In particular, he adds the three storms which fell upon him when driven away from Antioch, Acts 13:5; and when imprisoned and arraigned for his life before the governor at Iconium, on Thecla’s conversion. Dr. Lightfoot here agrees with the biblical critics, who place Thecla’s conversion at that time. There it was that the jews and the mob pursued Paul with stones. Also at Lystra, where he was all but worshipped with sacrifices by the gentiles, and considered as a god, and was afterwards stoned by the jews. Acts 14:1-19.

2 Timothy 3:12-13. All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. Every age and nation exemplifies the truth of these words. The good man escapes from Sodom for his life. He condemns the world, and shames the wicked by his virtues, and therefore the world hate him. He touches their pride, and strikes at their unlawful gains. Our craft, says Demetrius, is in danger. The conflict discloses the carnal mind which hates the light, and hates it in the nearest relative. Let good men then associate together, and form a secure fold for the flock, against the wolves of the present age. The christian wars in faith, the wicked fight in despair, knowing that their state grows worse and worse, and that their time is short.

2 Timothy 3:15. From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures. This is mentioned as a great privilege, and as a mark of honour to his grandmother Lois. Here is the utility of having the bible in the hands of mothers and children, of introducing our tender offspring into the society of prophets and holy men, with whom they hope to live for ever. And though they may forget in giddy life, yet the recollection may return in the day of trouble. Some priest may say, there are things in the bible not fit for children to read: wise and holy men have thought otherwise. But if that be an objection, what excuse do they make for the Greek and Roman classics? What is their apology for Priapus and Venus? — The value of the bible is the promise of eternal life: it excels all books of moral science, by showing the way of salvation by faith.

2 Timothy 3:16. All scripture is given by inspiration of God. So the prophets say one of another, and quote the words of one another. Daniel lived to show Cyrus the prophecies of Isaiah respecting himself; and the vision of the four monarchies in Daniel, chap. 8., is confirmed by providence. St. Peter coincides in the same sentiment. “Prophecy came not in old time,” he says, “by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Those men preached righteousness during the whole of their lives; but they wrote only what God spake to them, or such histories as were illustrative of divine revelation. No man can resist the truth of our Saviour’s prophecies: they shine as a cloud of glory in the christian scriptures. He foretold to the letter all that has happened to the jews; he foretold in luminous parables, and in plain words, the success of the gospel, and the suffering of his saints. From all those past demonstrations of truth, we rest on the sure promises of his future advent.

2 Timothy 3:17. That the man of God may be perfect. Paul knew that christian ministers would read and expound the holy scriptures to the end of time, and speak according to the oracles of the living God. This is an age in which atheists and infidels are making their last struggle to put ministers of every name under their feet. But if Paul were yet alive, he would still call them men of God; and would honour them as the two witnesses, who shall yet rise from obloquy in the streets of Sodom to glory and honour. The eye of Zion shall yet see her teachers clothed with all the glory of the sanctuary, and furnished to every good work. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-22
2 Timothy 4:1-2. I charge thee therefore before God — preach the word. Paul speaks here as a dying man, soon to appear before the throne of God and the Lamb. Soldiers must not sleep in war without a watch, nor must labourers be negligent in the time of harvest. A man of living faith and ardent charity cannot see souls perish, without using all the requisite means for their salvation. His sermons will be fervent in public worship; and out of season he will preach like Paul, in schools and in markets; or like the Saviour at the well, or Philip in the desert; and a minister may sometimes do more good out of the pulpit than in it. He may there reprove, rebuke, with all longsuffering and doctrine, and make immediate replies to palliations and excuses of sinners.

2 Timothy 4:3-4. The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine. The days of worldly wealth and glory, when they will ask for philosophical lectures, instead of a gospel which commends itself to every man’s conscience by a fair stroke at every vice, and by aiming at holiness of heart and life. This is a reference to what he had said to Timothy before of the departure of many from the faith, and also to the Thessalonians.

2 Timothy 4:5-6. But watch thou in all things. The whole world is at war with the truth of God, and resents the light which shames their sins, and the alarms which trouble their consciences. Therefore build up the churches of Asia, now left principally to thy care; for I am now ready to be offered up a victim for the cause, and the time of my departure is at hand. My life, σπενδομαι, my blood is ready to be poured out as a sacrifice for the faith, attesting the truth of what I have preached to others. — Paul by the spirit of prophecy seemed to know that he should die by decapitation, and not otherwise, as was the case with many in Rome.

2 Timothy 4:7. I have fought a good fight, with jews and gentiles, with beasts at Ephesus, with courts and kings. I have finished my course. A wide one it has been, beginning at Damascus, and Arabia; and thence extending through all proconsular Asia, Crete, and the isles of Greece. Once and again I journeyed to Jerusalem, went throughout Macedonia, Thessalia, and Achaia; passed on to Rome, and to the utmost boundaries of the west. But now, though the wheels are clogged with a heavy chain, and the strong walls of a prison, this is my glory and my joy, that I have kept the faith. I durst not dissemble the truth to the jewish nation and council, that God would send me far hence to the gentiles. I durst not flatter the avarice of Felix, nor destroy the souls of others to save a mortal life. In all those fights I have been more than conqueror through him that hath loved me.

2 Timothy 4:8. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown, which the Redeemer will confer, not on me only, but on all who love his appearing; the crown of righteousness which is prepared by his own hands; a crown, the consummation of the gifts of righteousness by faith. This apostle tells the Thessalonians, that they were his crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus; his converts, numerous as the pearly drops of dew on the lawn, should be the gems which bestudded his crown.

2 Timothy 4:9-11. Do thy diligence to come shortly. Proof indubitable that Timothy was not fixed as a bishop for life in Ephesus; and equally a proof that Paul speaks as a presiding bishop of Rome; for Luke alone was with him.

2 Timothy 4:13. Bring the books, especially the parchments. The latter probably intend the holy scriptures, which were engrossed for public reading. An anecdote related of the celebrated John Bunyan may serve as a comment upon this passage. Walking out one day with a large staff in his hand, to preach in some of the villages, according to his usual custom, he was met on the road by the bishop of Peterborough, travelling in his carriage. The bishop, on being informed who he was, stopped and spoke to him out of the carriage window. Mr. Bunyan, said he, I am told that you can explain difficult passages of scripture. Pray then what did Paul mean by desiring Timothy to bring with him the cloak, the books, and the parchments which he had left at Troas. My lord, said Bunyan, I see no difficulty in the text at all. Paul was a travelling preacher; Timothy was called a bishop; and it was common in those days for bishops to wait upon the apostles. Paul therefore having left his baggage at Troas, requests Timothy to bring it with him. Nowadays, as things are altered, itinerant preachers go on foot, and bishops ride in carriages. The bishop immediately drew up the window, threw himself back in the carriage, and ordered the coachman to drive on. — See also Acts 21:15.

2 Timothy 4:16. At my first answer no man stood with me, being afraid of the lion, a figure of speech borrowed from the frequent exposures of men to the wild beasts. Helius was now the chief judge in Rome, Nero being absent, which accounts for what Clement states to the Corinthians, that Paul suffered under the judges. Nero however confirmed the sentence.

2 Timothy 4:17-18. Notwithstanding, the Lord stood with me — and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me — and will preserve me to his heavenly kingdom. He who had delivered Paul six times out of prison, and from deaths oft, was now about to grant him the great salvation, by delivering him out of the miseries of this present world.

2 Timothy 4:19. Salute Prisca and Aquila, elders of the church, and the household of Onesiphorus. The father was probably dead, but the children were prosperous, and filled his place in the church.

2 Timothy 4:21. Come before winter. A voyage amidst islands, rocks, shoals, and capes, might be dangerous to his health, and to his person, in a dark and dreary winter. So mindful was Paul of the safety and comfort of his beloved friend.

Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, a Roman senator, as Erasmus notes. And Linus, a presbyter, who after the martyrdom of Peter, succeeded says Eusebius, to the bishopric of Rome. Hist. Ecclesiastes lib. 3. cap. 4. And Claudia, a name used both for men and women.

2 Timothy 4:22. The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. Laconic words, but a prison did not admit of more. They demonstrate, nevertheless, that Paul died in the faith, fully believing that Christ, in the bosom of the Father, was the true God and eternal Life, able to bless and preserve his people.

GENERAL REFLECTIONS.
How welcome must this letter have been to Timothy. How he would read it, and attentively weigh the words. How sweet, how tender would be the recollections. How the tears would trickle down his cheeks, on learning the situation and the sufferings of a beloved father. All comments would have been obtrusive here. — Why, oh my soul, shouldst thou not read it, in some sort, with the same interest, and the same affection?

Paul reminds Timothy of his calling as high and holy, and connected with the promise of eternal life, the highest boon of heaven that can be presented to the human mind. And for a pattern he likewise reminds him of the sufferings of Christ, and that if we suffer with him we shall also reign with him. In addressing the persecuted church of Jerusalem, he in like manner directs them to be looking unto Jesus, the author, until he become the finisher, of faith. Learn of me, said the Saviour, and ye shall find rest to your souls.

The moral state of the jewish sects and congregations is here painted in nine shades of deplorable vice. Paul knew them well; for thirty years and upwards they had pursued him with calumnies, stones, and bonds. Their state bears the closest resemblance to that of their fathers, as described by Jeremiah, anterior to the Babylonian captivity. Most assuredly God did not visit that nation out of time, and beyond measure. Let the christian church read and tremble. The last days are come upon us, when men are lovers of themselves, apostates from the faith, and will not bear sound doctrine.

How sublime and majestic are the pastoral charges which Paul gives to Timothy. He bids him to watch in those evil times, to fight the good fight of faith, nor cease from all those energies till he had laid hold on the eternal life promised afore in Christ Jesus. He leaves not his exhortations in the form of running words, flowing in the course of thought, but gives them the final form of a charge from a dying father to a surviving son. Forgetful of himself, having left his case with God, his solicitude was, that the cause might live; that Elijah’s mantle might fall on Elisha in a double portion of the Spirit; and that Paul, the father, might still subsist in Timothy, the son.

Farewel, oh Paul, the greatest and best of men. Thou forgettest thyself, caring for others, but thy children shall never forget thee. Thy works shall praise thee in the gate, thy writings shall record thy fame, wide as the world, and lasting as the ages. Angels have taken thee in charge, the choral bands are preparing the hymns of triumph. Farewel, blessed Paul, farewel. We shall meet again at the glorious appearing of the great God, who shall judge both the quick and the dead.

Oh what groups of christians do we see going out of Rome on the appian way, and surrounding thy grave with tears, with sighs, and ejaculations. They cry in succession, hail, hail, oh Paul. Thy chains are all broken now, heavy bonds can no longer gall thy feet and hands, strong walls could never confine thine expansive soul, the soul which glowed with celestial fire, and with ardour to gain the house not made with hands. The jews now can make no more insurrections in Rome; neither can the priests, profane as their temples, invoke the lions. The Roman sword has proved thy liberator. The wicked cease to trouble thee, and thy weary limbs find repose.

Hail, all hail, the prince of prophets, the first of preachers, and the best of men. Thy dust alone lies undistinguished, but thy name shall never die. Thy thousand temples, built with living stones, shall subsist when the proud monuments of idolatry decay. Thy writings shall illuminate the church, till the Light himself shall shine. Thou hast taught a new language to preachers, and rekindled the altar with a purer flame. Posterity shall recount thy fame, and the sanctuary glory to rehearse the words of Paul. The seeds thou has sown shall live again, and the Roman world shall embrace the faith.

Thy life was long pursued by demons, and by sinful men, but pursued in vain. God had said, “Be of good cheer, Paul; as thou hast borne witness of me in Jerusalem, thou must also bear witness of me in Rome.” Now, thy race is run, the battle is fought, the work complete; the crown is fairly thine. Thou art no longer needed on earth; thy children will be so many Pauls in miniature; they will build as thou hast planned, and carry the cross in triumph over all temples. Go, blessed conqueror, with all the laurels that can follow a prophet to his God; go and prostrate at the feet of Him who met thee in the way. The churches shall be thy crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord. Go, go, more than conquerer, through him that hath loved thee.

But you, oh Romans, prepare to follow. Your judgment shall be revised in heaven. At that tribunal, dungeons await you, darker than those which Paul has left, and chains heavier than those which fell from his hands. Your day is deferred awhile, till the infant church shall acquire vigour; then God will give you blood to drink in the civil wars. The Gauls shall overthrow your empire, and break your image in pieces. 

